Idiopathic trigeminal sensory neuropathy in childhood.
Harris first reported transient idiopathic trigeminal sensory neuropathy in 1935, although it later appeared that, in some of his patients, this condition evolved to typical chronic and painful trigeminal neuralgia. The patients who were later described by Hill and Hughes suffered a combined motor-sensory Vth cranial nerve dysfunction, and most cases reported by Spillane and Wells developed sustained permanent trigeminal neuropathy. The largest reported series of pure trigeminal sensory neuropathy includes 10 adults with varying degrees of sensory disturbance confined to all three nerve divisions. These patients experienced no facial pain or motor deficit, and 5 (50%) recovered completely within a few months. It is estimated that typical trigeminal neuralgia occurs in about 1 in 25,000 of the population and is uncommon prior to the third decade, with 1% of the cases occurring before the age of 20 years. To our knowledge, we present the first clinical report of idiopathic trigeminal sensory neuropathy occurring in childhood.